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Surprises in the museum world can be good and bad. 
Recently, archaeological excavations at Georgia’s 

Magnolia Springs State Park provided a good surprise and just in time for the 
upcoming Civil War Sesquicentennial. In 2009, Georgia Southern 
University’s Department of Sociology and Anthropology began a project to 
investigate the archaeology at Camp Lawton, a Civil War prisoner of war 
camp situated in Jenkins County, Georgia. Working with the Georgia 
Department of Natural Resources and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
archaeologists used the drawings of Private Robert Knox Sneden, a prisoner 
at the camp, to focus their research and excavations. Sneden’s prolific 
drawings and diaries from the Civil War were a surprise themselves, when they 
were rediscovered and purchased by the Virginia Historical Society in 1993. 

Camp Lawton was hastily constructed in the late summer and fall of 1864 to 
alleviate the horrendous overcrowding of the Confederate military prison at 
Andersonville. Camp Lawton was a 42-acre compound framed by a 15-foot-
high stockade wall with guards stationed in “pigeon roosts” to keep watch 
over the inmates. A low fence of pine scantlings ran 30 feet inside the 
perimeter of the stockade wall and served as a “dead line” to keep prisoners 
away from the wall. The approach of Sherman’s forces brought Camp Lawton 
to a precipitous end. The last POWs were evacuated barely six weeks after the 
first prisoners had arrived.

Archaeologists did not expect to find a great deal at the site. The camp had 
only been occupied for a short six weeks. It was naturally supposed that, as 
POWs, the soldiers lacked significant personal items. The archeological team 
assumed that over the years most of the artifacts had been removed, much like 
at Andersonville Prison. If the artifacts had not been taken, then it was 
assumed that surely years of cultivation and landscaping would have 
destroyed almost all evidence of the occupation! Much to their surprise – and 
delight – this was not the case.

The archeology has slowly begun to yield critical new information about life 
in this Civil War prison, a complex story of loss and hardship along with 
survival and ingenuity, a story that is vital to the understanding of the 
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We are so fortunate to live in a state that has a wealth of museums, galleries, zoos, aquaria 
and botanical gardens. By the Georgia Department of Archives and History’s estimation, 
there are over 600 of these cultural institutions scattered throughout the state, and yet 
only one third of them are members of GAMG. As long time GAMG members know, 
fellow museum and gallery employees, volunteers and boards have a wealth of 
knowledge to share.  

Help GAMG increase our knowledge base, as well as strengthen our voice throughout the 
state, by encouraging cultural institutions in your county to join GAMG.  We now have a beautiful new membership 
brochure that can be provided to you for distributing to prospective members. Just let me know (gamg@gamg.org or 
770-853-7539) and I will be happy to send you copies of the brochure. The “membership ask” is going to be stronger 
and have a better chance of working if current members do the asking, so please consider urging just one local 
institution to become active in GAMG.  We can grow our organization with your help. 

Administrative Director’s Report Administrative Director’s Report  

Michele Rodgers 

COME TO GAMG 2011 IN CARTERSVILLE!

FALL 2010

You don’t want to miss this year’s GAMG conference Tuesday, January 18: Pre-conference evening trip to 
in Cartersville. Low hotel rates, two dinners, two Etowah Indian Mounds. Tour the museum and visit 
lunches and all breakfasts are covered in your the mounds by torchlight, and if it's a clear night, a 
registration. Plus, once you park your car at the hotel famous local astronomer will do a “star walk,” 
you will not need it again until you leave the emphasizing Native American views of the heavens. 
conference (excluding pre-conference workshops). This event will be followed by a pub crawl through 
The conference hotel, Holiday Inn, is located  next to Cartersville’s historic square, which will also be led 
Tellus Science Museum, site of conference sessions. by this famous local astronomer. 
If you have a tight budget, this conference will give 
you more for your money. Wednesday, January 19: Two workshop opportunities 

will be available in the morning. The first will be held 
Cartersville hosts two Smithsonian affiliate museums at Historic Rose Lawn, the 1850 home of Sam Jones 
with over 120,000 square feet of exhibit space each; (famous evangelist). This workshop will focus on 
Tellus Science Museum and Booth Western Art current issues of house museums in our state. The 
Museum. In addition, historic sites such as the Bartow second workshop will take place at Tellus and be 
History Museum in its brand new home, The Grand geared for educators.  Tellus Education programs are 
Theater, 1903 Court House, Rose Lawn, and Summer a two hour interactive experience for a variety of 
Hill are all located downtown. grade levels, all tightly tied to Georgia state 

standards, and conference participants will have the 
The conference theme, Inspiring Communities: The opportunity to shadow Tellus staff as they lead 
Role of Museums & Galleries, is a perfect fit for programs in the various galleries. These workshops 
Cartersville. Come and see a small community where are included in your registration. 
museums are woven into the fabric of life all around 
town. In this community of some 45,000, local On Wednesday afternoon the conference sessions will 
museums attract over 300,000 visitors annually. begin. Over the next three days, there will be over 20 

papers and panels presented in three concurrent 
So here is the rundown of conference activities: sessions. 
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Late Wednesday afternoon (3 pm) buses leave the Friday, January 21:   Sessions and a meeting of the 
hotel for downtown Cartersville. In addition to Georgia Museum Educators will be followed by the 
having the opportunity to visit the many unique shops annual Awards Luncheon.
in downtown, conference attendees will eat and drink 
their way through tours of Bartow History Museum Still not convinced? Nearly 20 exhibitors are 
(snacks and drinks), Booth expected in the vendor area to offer services on 
Western Art Museum everything from exhibit design to custom 
(dinner and beverages), publications for 
Grand Theater (more y o u r  m u s e u m  
snacks), and the 1903 s tore .  Want to 
Court House.  In addition, stretch your legs 
shuttle buses will take d u r i n g  t h e  
attendees to Summer Hill conference? Take 
(School and Museum a stroll through 
i n  t h e  h e a r t  o f  Tellus’ Hall of 
Cartersville’s historic Dinosaurs or the 
African American Gem and Mineral 
c o m m u n i t y )  a n d  gal ler ies . Walk 
finally, dessert at among spacecraft, 
Rose Lawn. trains, aircraft, and early automobiles. 

For the kid in you, Tellus features the 
Thursday, January interactive “My Big Back Yard” 
20:  The day begins exhibit hall. Additionally, if you dig 
w i t h  c o n c u r r e n t  through your welcome packet you will 
sess ions and the find complementary planetarium 
Vendors’ Luncheon, featuring the Keynote address. tickets (there are 8 shows a day, with lots to choose 
That evening buses whisk attendees away to from). And finally, you can pan for gems and dig for a 
Cartersville’s brand new convention center for the real fossil to take home with you. And did we mention 
ever famous auction to benefit the MUSE program. that this would be the perfect conference for your 
There will be lots of food and a cash bar. There is even family to tag along with you? 
a special item on auction, with the local Holiday Inn 
offering to match bids up to $500.00. Watch for details On both Wednesday and Thursday nights a hospitality 
concerning this exciting auction item! suite will be set up at the Holiday Inn where GAMG 
 will have access to a pool table, dart board and a 

private cash bar, giving you more opportunities to 
catch up with old friends and make some new ones. 
After all, one of the biggest benefits of GAMG is all 
the great people to talk to and learn from.       

Money still a problem? Scholarships are available for 
college students who are willing to serve as interns.  
Contact Michele Rodgers at 770-853-7539 for 
information.

So clear your calendars and write “Going to 
Cartersville” in really big letters across the days 
January 18 – 21, 2011.  We'll see you then!

experiences of Civil War soldiers, both Union and 
Confederate, during the tumultuous March to the 
Sea. It has captured the interest and imagination of 
the public throughout the U.S., since the official 
announcement made on August 18, 2010. To learn 
more about this unique Georgia surprise visit 
www.georgiasouthern.edu/camplawton.
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GAMG REGISTRATION FORM

FALL 2010

           

GAMG
     

Registration Form                
(Registration Instructions on reverse)

  

MEMBERSHIP STATUS 

PERSONAL INFORMATION (PLEASE PRINT.  INFORMATION WITH AN* WILL APPEAR ON YOUR BADGE)
   

REGISTRATION FEES AND MEAL COUNT 
each event

FEES 

presenter only

MEALS
 

(It is very important that you complete this section) 

Registration Fee                                                                       Total Due 
Guest Fee  
Membership Fee                                      Payment Method:   Cash – On-site  Check (Payable to Georgia  of                      

            A   s sociation of Museums and Galleries)  Paypal – available at 
                 w ww.gamg.org 

GAMG Annual Conference 

 Cartersville, GA
 

January 19  -  21, 2011

$________________ 
$________________ 

$________________ $________________ 



| FALL 2010

 
Registration Instructions 

including session presenters

Registration Rates 

 

Membership Categories 

Student

Institutional Membership 

Sponsor

Conference Hotel Information 

GAMG REGISTRATION FORM

plus taxes and fees.
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NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS SINCE FEBRUARY 2010

Institutional Madison Morgan Cultural Center Steffen Thomas Museum & 
ArchivesAlbany Museum of Art Marietta Fire Museum

The Marsh HouseAmerican Museum of Papermaking Michael C. Carlos Museum
Ty Cobb MuseumAnnette Howell Turner Center for the Arts Monetary Museum/Fed. Reserve 

Bank of AtlantaBandy Heritage Center
Oglethorpe University Art SponsorBellevue

Museum Inox DesignBrenau University Gallery
Old Governor’s Mansion

Cannonball House
Pebble Hill Individual/StudentCoastal Heritage Society
Rose Lawn Charles BeallHeard County Historical Society
Root House F. Clason KyleHistoric Westville

Sidney Lanier Cottage Amaris Gutierrez RayJeff Davis County
Smith Plantation

Lowndes County Historical Society
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